
 
 

Senator Rob Bradley Letter Regarding SB 1030 
 
Friends and neighbors: 
  
This week, after much prayer and discussion with my family and colleagues, I filed a bill to 
provide Floridians suffering from intractable epileptic seizures with access to a non-smokable 
form of marijuana. This substance is delivered in oil form with drops under the tongue and is 
unique in that it does not make a person "high" like traditional marijuana.   
  
I made this decision after meeting with the families of children who suffer hundreds of serious 
seizures every day. These desperate parents have tried everything.  One father told me that his 
daughter has been put into a medically induced coma several times.  We don't hear the voices of 
these Floridians in their 30's and 40's because most don't live past 25. 
  
Under current Florida law, if these parents give their suffering children this substance, they are 
criminals. Simply put, that's not right, and I filed a bill to fix it.  One father who testified about 
this issue before the House Subcommittee on Criminal Justice is a former law enforcement 
officer who is now a respected attorney.  His wife is a nurse.  They are not criminals.   
  
If this bill becomes law, a licensed physician will be able to provide these suffering children with 
this substance only if the physician concludes that other treatments have not worked.  Parents in 
other states have seen the number of seizures in their children dramatically decline after this 
substance was administered. 
  
Let me be clear about something.  I oppose the legalization of marijuana. Jennifer and I have 
spoken to our three teenagers about the dangers of drug use.  My kids understand the difference 
between the abuse of an illegal substance and the legitimate use of this plant to help suffering 
children.  I'm confident that my constituents understand this fundamental difference as well. 
  
I also want to tell you why I encourage voters to oppose the upcoming constitutional amendment 
to approve so-called medical marijuana.  Unlike the bill I filed, this amendment would open the 
door for pot dispensaries all over Florida and will give marijuana to people with vague 
complaints of pain or anxiety. That's the wrong approach to this complex issue. 
  
I know my decision to file this bill is concerning for some of my constituents in Clay, Bradford 
and Alachua counties.  I will continue to listen to all of you.  As always, feel free to call, email or 
write me. This is an important issue that we need to get right. 
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