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SENATOR JEFF BRANDES FILES BILL TO REPEAL RED LIGHT 
CAMERAS 

Brandes and Artiles call for local governments to address safety, not generate additional 
revenues 

  
St. Petersburg, FL- Today Senator Jeff Brandes (R-St. Petersburg) filed SB 144, traffic 
infraction detection devices, to fully repeal the red-light camera program in Florida Statutes. An 
identical companion measure will be filed by State Representative Frank Artiles (R- Miami) in 
the House of Representatives. The bill will effectively prohibit the use of red light cameras in the 
state of Florida. 
  
“We have had red light cameras in Florida for over three years. They were initially sold as safety 
devices, but I have come to firmly believe that they are now being used as backdoor tax 
increases,” stated Senator Brandes. “We have seen municipalities that have installed these 
devices shorten yellow light times and set arbitrary standards on right turn on red violations. I 
believe cities will continue to install these devices if left unchecked.” 
  
“I have fought for several years to modify and bring uniformity to the red light camera laws in 
Florida. While we made some progress last year, I believe that this year we need to look at 
abolishing these intrusive programs,” stated Representative Artiles. “Red light cameras are not 
about public safety, they’re about increasing revenue for cities. Local governments need to be 
honest with their residents instead of using these traffic devices to pad their budgets. I look 
forward to working with Senator Brandes to abolish these devices in the upcoming Legislative 
Session.” 
  
Red light cameras, referred to as traffic infraction detection devices in law, were authorized 
through the Mark Wandall Traffic Safety Act of 2010. The subject of red light cameras has been 
a contentious issue debated extensively in the legislature every session since 2010, with multiple 
attempts to both strengthen the law and repeal it. In the 2013 Legislative Session Senator 
Brandes successfully amended the law to provide remedy to due process concerns in the issuance 
of red light camera notices of violation, and limited the ability of red light cameras to issue 
“right-turn on red” citations. 
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