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FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPROVES 

LEGISLATION TO MAKE FLORIDA A LEADER IN 

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 

 
TALLAHASSEE – The Florida House of Representatives today unanimously voted to approve 

House Bill (HB) 7135 - The House Energy Package. The legislation addresses Florida’s energy 

diversity, reliability and affordability and also provides a responsible response to concerns over 

global climate change.  

 

“This legislation is a step in the right direction for moving Florida to the national forefront of 

production and use of alternative energy,” said Representative Stan Mayfield (R-Vero Beach), 

who chairs the House Environment and Natural Resources Council. “Reducing our reliance on 

traditional energy is good for the people and the economy of Florida.” 

 

Subject to future legislative ratification, HB 7135 authorizes a cap and trade program to address 

greenhouse gas emissions from electric utilities, and creates a renewable portfolio standard to 

promote the diversification of energy sources used by Florida’s public utilities to produce 

electricity.  

 

Additionally, the bill provides for net metering for all electric utilities, and significantly increases 

public utility programs to avoid the cost of new electric generation facilities through energy 

conservation and efficiency.  The legislation also creates a renewable fuel standard requiring all 

gas sold in Florida to contain at least 10 percent ethanol by December 31, 2010.  This 

requirement only applies if the cost of blended fuel is at or below that of gasoline.   

 

Each of these initiatives was crafted to assist Florida in responding to national and international 

changes in energy markets and environmental policies.  Responsibly addressing global climate 

change and anticipated national cap and trade legislation, while continuing to focus on energy 

diversity, reliability and affordability, the bill will place Florida’s energy sector and economy in 

a position to best protect the interests of Florida’s citizens. 

 

 

(more) 



April 29, 2008 

House approves energy legislation 

Page 2 

 

HB 7135 also adopts energy standards for the construction of all new state and locally owned 

public buildings.  Additionally, purchases made by the state for products, lodging, vehicles and 

fuels must meet newly created Climate Friendly Public Business requirements.   
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